
What is a Catastrophe? 

• Richter Magnitude 
7.0 earthquake – Haiti 
Earthquake 

• Category 5 hurricane 
– Hurricane Katrina

• House fire – common 
hazard causing over 
200,000 injuries per 
year



Preparedness is a Shared 
Responsibility 

• Family members and members of your organization 
are going to look to YOU in times of disaster
– Less than 1% of the U.S. population is a first responder

– Individuals look to other members of their household for 
assistance during the first 72 hours of an incident – then 
largely expect emergency personnel to assist

– Survey respondents, 42% and 39% respectively, will rely on 
a non-profit organization (such as ARC or Salvation Army) 
or their faith institution for assistance (*Source: 2009 
Citizen Corps Household Survey)
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What is the ShakeOut?

The Great Central U.S. ShakeOut is an 
eleven state earthquake drill 

on April 28, 2011* at 10:15 a.m.

Millions of people are going to practice…

* Indiana will participate on 4/19/2011



Why Drop, Cover, and Hold On?
• Most people are injured in earthquakes

by things falling on them, 
not building collapse
– Get under something to be safe!

• DO NOT get in a doorway!  
– It does not protect you from falling items, and

in strong shaking you can not stand

• DO NOT believe the “triangle of life”!
– You are safer under, not next to a table
– www.dropcoverholdon.org explains why

Image Source:  Southern California Earthquake Center



Why is the ShakeOut Important?

• The Central U.S. is earthquake 
country. A damaging earthquake 
can happen at any time! 

• M6.0 or Greater – 25-40%
M7.5 or Greater – 7-10%

• People need to know and practice 
what to do during 
large earthquakes

Red and white areas will have 
strong, frequent shaking

Map Source:  U.S. Geological Survey



ShakeOut Goals

• Participation of millions of people across the Central 

U.S (AL, AR, GA, IL, KY, MO, MS, OK, SC, TN)

• Shift the culture about earthquake preparedness

• Increase in participation of organizations practicing in 

a emergency preparedness drill for the first time



Image Source:  Southern California Earthquake Center



Key Resources

• Website

• Drill Broadcasts & Videos

• Flyers/Posters/Web Banners

• Drill Manuals



Different Drill Levels

• Basic

• Life Safety

• Decision Making Table Top

• Operations/Continuity of Operations

You determine the level you want to drill…



How Can You Be Involved?

• Register 

• Spread the Word

– Members, Staff, Volunteers, etc.

– Identify organizations to do a community wide 
activity

• Participate



Registrants to Date

• 800,000 + registrants
– IN, TN, MO, GA

• 500 + Schools

• 100 + Non-Profits

• 20 CERT Teams

• 10 Faith-Based Orgs

• 30 Preparedness Groups



shakeout.org/centralus

Brian Blake
Earthquake Program Coordinator

Central U.S. Earthquake Consortium

bblake@cusec.org
(901) 544-3570



Ideas for getting active in 
emergency preparedness…. 



Ways your organization can help promote a 
culture of preparedness

• PLANNING: Family planning resources and suggested 
disaster supplies for home

• TRAINING: Online training courses for individuals, 
volunteers and emergency services personnel

• EXERCISING: Exercise guidance and drills for 
organizations

• EDUCATION: Resources online and to-order 
publications to help educate the community 
available through the Ready Campaign



Getting Active in Emergency 
Preparedness Through

Planning



Planning for Emergencies
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• Benefits of Planning:

– Knowing what to include in an 
emergency supply kit

– Establishing family emergency 
communications 

– Learning about different types of 
hazards in your area 

– Knowing your local communities 
emergency plan and evacuation  
routes

• What you can do:  Host a family 
emergency planning day



Getting Active in Emergency 
Preparedness Through

Training



Community Training
• FEMA Independent Study Online Courses (self-paced)

– IS-22: Are Your Ready? An In-depth Guide to Citizen Preparedness
– IS-55: Household Hazardous Materials - A Guide for Citizens
– IS-271: Anticipating Hazardous Weather and Community Risk
– IS-325.a: Community Hurricane Preparedness
– Full course list at training.fema.gov/crslist.asp

• Community Emergency Response Team
– Basic Training
– Advanced Modules

• Red Cross training
– Basic First Aid
– CPR and AED (Automated External Defibrillator)

• Citizen Corps Partners and Affiliates
– Fire Corps, Neighborhood Watch, Volunteers in Police Service, American Radio Relay League, 

Operation Hope, Girl Scouts, Meals on Wheels, Home Safety Council and many more!

http://www.training.fema.gov/IS/crslist.asp�
http://www.training.fema.gov/IS/crslist.asp�
http://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/�
http://www.redcross.com/�
http://www.citizencorps.gov/partnersandaffiliates/�


Getting Active in Emergency 
Preparedness Through

Drilling and Exercising



Why Drill and Exercise

• 42% of individuals participate in a workplace evacuation drill.  
Only 14% participate in a home evacuation drill and only 10% 
participate in a home shelter in place drill.  Practice both!      

• Benefits of Drills and Exercises:

– Opportunity to practice family plan

– Involvement in local exercises – familiarity with hazards, 
community plan and your role in disasters

• National Level Exercises

• What you can do:

– Host a drill in your organization



Getting Active in Emergency 
Preparedness Through

Resources and Education



Links to Educational Resources
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• www.FEMA.gov
• www.CitizenCorps.gov
• www.Ready.gov
• www.Redcross.org

• What can you do:  Host a community  
preparedness fair with your local 
emergency management partners and/or 
Citizen Corps Council to inform your 
community about emergency preparedness

http://www.fema.gov/�
http://www.citizencorps.gov/�
http://www.ready.gov/�
http://www.redcross.org/�


Ready Campaign 
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Ordering Publications

• email: fema-publications-
warehouse@fema.gov

• Call: 1 (800) 480-2520

• Fax: 1 (240) 699-0525

• Mail: FEMA Distribution Center, 4440 
Buckeystown Pike, Frederick, MD 
21704Please
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mailto:fema-publications-warehouse@fema.gov�
mailto:fema-publications-warehouse@fema.gov�


Year-Round Preparedness Themes
Month Hazard/ Theme Event

January Winter Storms Resolve to be Ready!

February Earthquakes; Child Passenger Safety Earthquake Preparedness Month

March Floods; Tornado; Tsunamis Flood Safety Awareness Week

April Financial Preparedness; 9-1-1 Emergency Education National Financial Literacy Month; National 9-1-1 
Education Month

May Public Service Recognition National Older Americans Month

June Hurricanes; Crime Prevention National Safety Month

July Disabilities Rights; Thunderstorms Anniversary of ADA

August Heat Wave; Water Conservation Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina

September Wildfires; Deaf Awareness; Schools National Preparedness Month

October Fires; Crime; Schools; Crime Prevention Month; Fire Prevention Week; 
Safe Schools Week

November Holiday Cooking Safety Veteran’s Day; Daylight Savings

December Winter Storms International Day of Disabled Persons

*View a Complete Themes Calendar on citizencorps.gov

https://www.citizencorps.gov/news/themes.shtm�
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